Following the organization of the American Dental Trade Association, seven years ago, there was for a time an apprehension among dentists that its effect, if not its object, would be to increase the prices of dental goods and in various ways to oppress the dental profession. This misconception of its purpose was of course diligently encouraged by those who preferred not to join the Association. As time passed, however, the great majority of the profession came to recognize that the practical working of the Association, so far from being in any way oppressive to them, was really an advantage. A very few have chosen to maintain the attitude of martyrs, and are still endeavoring to prejudice the minds of dentists regarding the Association, its objects, and its results.
Within the last year or two there has been more than usual effort to disseminate views in opposition to the Association. Not only in dental society meetings and in dental journals, but In almost every branch of business there are associations and boards of trade for the establishment of commercial ethics applicable to their specialty, and for the cultivation of kindly feeling. The general sentiment of the community is that such associations are desirable, and that their effect is beneficial. It remains for a few dentists to deny to those with whom they have their principal dealings that which they highly value for themselves, and which is freely accorded by the whole community to other branches of mercantile business. 
